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Abstract: The distinction between natural crime (mala in se) and statutory crime
(mala prohibita) is not a metaphysical classification of crimes but rather a conceptual nexus
connecting criminology, criminal law, and the lifeworld. Differentiating natural crime and
statutory crime based on moral reprehensibility serves as the key to bridging criminology,
criminal law, and the traditional lifeworld. Conversely, in modern societies characterized
by a marked differentiation between the private and public spheres, distinguishing natural
crime from statutory crime by the criterion of subjective legal interests versus intersubjective
legal interests is crucial for linking criminology, criminal law, and the modern lifeworld.
To construct China’s autonomous theoretical framework for statutory crime in criminal
law, we must adopt a tripartite systemic perspective that integrates ‘criminology—criminal
law—lifeworld,” with the justification for penalizing statutory crime as the central theme. The
intersubjective theory of legal interests should be employed to resolve two key contradictions:
the tension between the locality of statutory crime and the universality of punishment,
and the conflict between the fluidity of statutory crime and the stability of penal sanctions.
Furthermore, this intersubjective approach should guide the interpretation of the three common
constitutive elements shared by individual statutory offenses in Chinese criminal law.
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