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Abstract: The crime of helping information network criminal activities faces the application dilemma
of unclear identification of “knowing”, unclear boundaries of criminality, inconsistent handling of accom-
plices, and chaotic treatment of overlapping crimes. The key reason is that the rules of determining the
nature of the crime of helping information network criminal activities, i.e. the “joint liability for illegali-
ty”, needs to be established. The concept of “joint liability for illegality” has dual attributes of fact and
norm. At the factual level, it is necessary to examine whether the subject of this crime has provided nec-
essary conditions or support for the upstream crimes, the closeness of the causation relationship between
behaviors, and the direct physical and mental impacts of behaviors on the crime. At the normative level,
the functional contribution of aiding behavior to the entire criminal behavior chain should be evaluated for
the purpose of normative protection. “Knowing” encompasses the awareness of the “joint liability for ille-
gality” and damage of the behavior to the overall legal order. The helping behaviors can be divided into
three types: strong, partial, and weak joint liability behaviors. In the context of overlapping crimes, it is
advised to consider the crime of helping information network criminal activities and the crime of fraud and

other related crimes as imaginary overlapping relationship.
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