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On the Legal Interests of Statutory Crimes
Lan Xueyou

Abstract: Defining the legal protection interests of statutory crimes poses a challenge in reconcil—
ing two contradicting aspects: the locality of statutory crimes versus the universality of punishment, the
retroactive nature of statutory crimes versus the restraint of punishment. Traditional theories and judicial
practice in China have commonly employed complex object theory, which identifies a plural object struc—
ture of statutory crimes consisting of "legal interests of order and individual legal interests." However, this
approach fails to clarify the intrinsic relationship between these interests, thus limiting its effectiveness
in guiding interpretation and legislative criticism of statutory crimes. Although the Reductionism of in—
dividual legal interests, widely advocated in recent academic circles, has shed light on the value—based
connection between the legal interests of order and individual legal interests, it still cannot empirically
demonstrate this value relationship, resulting in biased interpretation and legislative criticism of indi—
vidual offenses. Both of these existing views have overlooked the interactive process between subjects in the
formation of social order. From the perspective of inter—subject interaction, the protection interests of statutory
crimes should be defined as the sustainable interaction between subjects in various fields of society.

Keywords: statutory crime; legal interests of order; individual legal interests; complex objects
theory; reduction theory of individual legal interests; inter—subject interaction; intersubjective legal

interest of order
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