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Evolution in Sexual Autonomy and Criminal Law in the Internet Era

Chen Kegian Zheng Yining

Abstract: With the advent of the Internet age, people’s views on sexual rights have changed
significantly , and sexual autonomy is facing new risks. On the one hand, the internet has a positive effect on
the protection of sexual autonomy. The dissemination effect of the Internet contributes to the concept of gender
equality, leading to the reconstruction of the connotation of sexual autonomy. The equalizing effect of the
Internet has reduced the power distance, accumulating power of victims to maintain sexual autonomy. On the
other hand, the Internet has a negative effect on sexual autonomy. The Internet’s alienation of communication
has created new ways of sexual crime. The strengthening of external incentives and internal motives for sexual
crimes by the Internet has expanded the number of sexual crimes. In response, criminal legislation and
judiciary have made active adjustments, through the revision of the crime of forced indecency, the
establishment of the crime of sexual assault by persons in charge of care, the expansion of the interpretation of
‘indecency’ and the increase in thepenalties for sexual crimes, to address new issues in the protection of
sexual autonomy. However, with the rapid development of the Internet, the limitations of China’s criminal
law regulations on sexual crimes have gradually become apparent. In response, it is necessary to delve into
the evolution and patterns of sexual crimes in the digital environment to improve China’s criminal law system
regarding sexual offenses.

Keywords: internet age; protection of sexual autonomy; forcibly molestation; crime of sexual assault by

persons with caretaking responsibilities
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